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Influential People

Purpose: This writing activity causes students to evaluate
what makes people influential. In addition, students must
present reasons and support for an opinion in written form.

Show-Me Standards Addressed:

Knowledge: CA1, CA4
Performance: 2.1, 4.1

Grade Level Range:6-8

Subject Area: Communication Arts

Time Needed for Event: one class period

Materials Needed: Performance Event Packet, pencil, pen

Instructions for Administration: Present students with the
Performance Event Packet containing the Student Prompt,
Student Response Sheets, and Scoring Guide. Make sure
students understand what they are to do. Go over the scor-
ing guide so students know what a quality product involves.

Pre-Assessment Instructions: Students will need to have
prior knowledge of persuasive techniques, including using
reason and other support for opinions and  ideas.



Influential People
Student Prompt

You are a staff member of Biography
magazine. The editor has told you
that he wants to publish a special is-
sue which features the world’s most
influential people. Each staff member
is to write a persuasive article ex-
plaining why the person he/she has
chosen should be included in this spe-
cial issue. There is a large bonus for
the staff member whose articles are
convincing enough to get their “per-
son” included in the special issue.



Influential People Article







Influential People Scoring Guide

The article:

*  clearly addresses the prompt.
*  makes clear use of reasons and evidence to support the author’s opinions.
*  makes clear and effective use of persuasive techniques.
*  has an effective beginning, middle, and end.
*  uses paragraphing effectively.
*  progresses in a logical order.
*  uses effective cohesive devices (i.e. transitions, repetition, pronouns, parallel structure).
*  uses precise and vivid language.
*  contains sentences that are clear and varied in structure.
*  effectively uses literary and stylistic techniques (i.e. imagery, humor, point of view, voice).
*  reveals complexity of thought and individual perspective.
*  contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.
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The article:

*  addresses the prompt.
*  makes use of reasons and evidence to support the author’s opinions.
*  uses persuasive techniques.
*  has a clear beginning, middle, and end.
*  uses paragraphing correctly.
*  generally progresses in a logical order.
*  uses cohesive devices between and within paragraphs.
*  uses precise language.
*  contains sentences that are clear and show variety in structure.
*  uses literary and stylistic techniques.
*  reveals come complexity, freshness of thought, and/or individual perspective.
*  demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose.
*  may contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.
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The article:

*  attempts to address the prompt.
*  offers reasons or evidence to support the author’s opinions, but probably not both.
*  shows little evidence of persuasive techniques.
*  has a beginning, middle, and end.
*  shows evidence of paragraphing.
*  may contain a sense of direction, but may lack focus.
*  may not progress in a logical order.
*  may not use cohesive devices.
*  uses general and/or inconsistent language.
*  contains sentences that are generally clear but may lack variety and complexity.
*  attempts to use some literary and stylistic techniques.
*  may lack complexity, freshness of thought, and/or individual perspective.
*  demonstrates some notion of audience and purpose.
*  contains errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling which may be
    distracting to the reader.

The article:

*  has little to do with the prompt.
*  offers opinions but no reasons and evidence to support them.
*  shows little or no evidence of persuasion.
*  may lack evidence of a beginning, middle, and end.
*  contains little or no evidence of paragraphing.
*  is difficult to follow and lacks focus.
*  lacks cohesion.
*  uses imprecise and immature language.
*  contains sentences that lack variety and clarity.
*  shows little or no evidence of literary or stylistic techniques.
*  lacks complexity, freshness of thought, and/or individual perspective.
*  demonstrates little or no awareness of audience and purpose.
*  contains many errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling
    which are distracting to the reader.
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Influential People Scoring Guide

1

0

*  Off Task or No Attempt


